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The Parochial Church Council present their annual report and financial statements for the year ended 31 December 
2025. 

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the 
financial statements and comply with the PCC's governing document, the Charities Act 2011, FRS 102 "The 
Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland" and the Charities SORP "Accounting 
and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in 
accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)". 

This report embraces the valuable work of the cluster groups, the Ministry Team and our Church Wardens, led since 
18 November 2024 by Antony Dutton our Rector.

The report was approved by the Parochial Church Council at its meeting on 26 April 2026.

Signed……………………………………………… Antony J Dutton, Rector and Chair of PCC

Objectives and activities
St Mary’s PCC has the responsibility of co-operating with the Incumbent in promoting the whole mission of the 
church, pastoral, evangelistic, social and ecumenical, in the ecclesiastical parish. It also has responsibility for the 
buildings and environment of the site of St Mary without the walls, Chester and includes the St. Mary’s Handbridge 
Centre. 

The overall aim would always be to enrich and diversify our fellowship, making us a listening and receptive 
community who seek to respond faithfully and compassionately to both God’s gifts and circumstances in which we 
live. 

Public benefit
St Mary’s is a charity. PB1 is The Charity Commission’s guidance on the legal requirement that charities provide 
public benefit. Public benefit is an essential part of what it is to be a charity. But it is not just a legal requirement that 
charities have to meet and that the commission regulates. It also provides charities with a positive opportunity to 
demonstrate the benefits they bring to the public, in return for the financial and other benefits that come from being 
a charity, such as public support.

The members of the PCC have complied with their duty as trustees having regard to the Guidance of Public Benefit 
published by the Charity Commission in exercising their powers: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/public-
benefit-an-overview/public-benefit-an-overview

Safeguarding Report
We are grateful to Sue Fryer our Parish Safeguarding Officer and DBS Lead Recruiter for this report.

We are encouraging vigilance and transparency to help create a culture that supports safeguarding concerns or 
incidents to be raised. We aim to provide support and safeguard victims.

Our collective vigilance will ensure support and help is provided when needed. Safeguarding is always an agenda 
item at the PCC meetings. Sue Fryer is the Parish Safeguarding Officer and DBS verifier. Any incidence can be 
reported to her or the Rector in confidence. This in turn is passed on to the Dioceses Safeguarding Team.

We follow guidance from the House of Bishops policies, the Parish Safeguarding handbook, Safer Environment and 
Activities and Code of Safer Working Practice.
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Achievements and performance
Stewardship
The congregation’s response to the stewardship focus in October 2025 resulted in 14 members of the congregation 
joining planned giving and setting up standing orders. We now have 118 people making planned giving. In addition, 
one third of existing planned givers increased their standing order amounts. With the new planned givers and the 
increases, the regular giving income received by St Mary’s is increasing by nearly £2,000 a month, on average.

The greater awareness of the church and centre finances through the ‘Stewardship at St Mary’s’ leaflet and the 
Rector’s sermons also prompted several individuals to donate and specifically support reducing the Parish Centre 
loan. 

Donor income
Regular income from donors fell by £2,000 in 2025 but we are confident that since October 2025, the levels of 
planned giving are increasing, and we plan to carry out a full reforecast in Quarter 2 2026. The Cluster keeps a 
careful watch and monitors the income and expenditure throughout the year. The PCC maintains a substantial 
balance of funds as a buffer to cover expenses and loan repayments if for whatever reason income were to fall 
substantially.

Centre income
Parish Centre income increased in 2025 to £73,532 (2024: £68,939) and there has been greater promotion of the 
Centre to increase lettings and occupancy further. This is increasingly important as the National Lottery funding 
which fully covered Centre staff salaries ceased in April 2025, since when there has only been Centre income to pay 
these salaries.

Financial review
Helen Brophy & Tom Hardcastle
The Committee (Cluster) met regularly throughout 2025 between Standing Committee and PCC meetings. We 
reviewed and recommended budget proposals for PCC approval and monitored spending throughout the year. Our 
strategic financial work enables PCC meetings to focus on our mission.

Expenditure
The total expenditure for 2025 was £241,909 (2024: £288,369), including the application of restricted funds of 
£16,148 (2024: £46,491) and the use of funds designated by the PCC of £1,000 (2024: £25,701). 

Major expenses
Our Parsh Share in 2025 was £77,607, and for 2026 will increase by 3% to £79,920. The significant repair and 
maintenance costs of 2024 did not continue into 2025, partly in recognition of the Quinquennial Inspection 
undertaken in Quarter 1 2026 which will determine building repair and maintenance spend priorities for 2026 and 
beyond. Equally the cost of the new AV system was a ‘one off’ in 2024 and not repeated in 2025. 

Protection and maintenance
We have insurance cover with Ecclesiastical Insurance Limited. Regular maintenance of the church, its grounds and 
the centre is undertaken by a combination of volunteers and paid contractors, and regular maintenance and 
inspection contracts are in place.

Parish Centre loan
We continued to pay the annual capital sums of £12,500 to Methodist Chapel Aid Ltd in reduction of the loan taken 
out to complete the building of the Parish Centre. A number of generous donations, see below, enabled an overall 
capital repayment of £50,000 in the year, meaning that the balance outstanding on the loan account was £109,500 
at the year-end (2024: £172,000). The unrestricted fund balance at 31 December 2025 £289,503 compared with the 
31 December 2024 balance £220,134.

Reserves policy
The PCC closely monitor reserves to ensure there are sufficient levels and cash funds to cover current activities. 
This level of reserves has been maintained throughout the year.
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Structure, governance and management
The PCC operates under three documents. Two of these are Church of England Measures: 

1. The Parochial Church Council (Powers) measure 1956 as amended 

2. The Church Representation Rules 2020 (CRR, contained in schedule 3 to the Synodical Government Measure 
1969 as amended): https://www.churchofengland.org/about/leadership-and-governance/legal-services/church-
representation-rules/contents 

3. The third document is a set of terms of reference, adopted by the Parochial Church Council, that guide St Mary’s 
operations and mission. Copies of this are issued to members of the PCC in electronic format (PDF), and can be 
requested from the Incumbent. 

PCC Membership
In 2025 the following have served as members of St Mary’s PCC: 

H Mason
C Holden Dukes
SA Fryer
HM Brophy
P L Jones (Churchwarden)
JD Lewis-Palmer
D A Gilbert (Churchwarden) (Resigned 27 April 2025)
M Sellers (Churchwarden)
EJ Degg MBE
C Jones
JH Scott ACMA
MA McLellan BA
P Collins (Resigned 27 April 2025)
Rev A Dutton
J Das

Recruitment and appointment of trustees
The Rector and Church Wardens are ex-officio members of the PCC.

The Wardens and other PCC Members are elected by those members of the congregation on the Parish Electoral 
roll at the Annual Parish meeting.

Church Attendance
During the year the total number on the electoral roll was 201 of whom 55 were not resident in the parish.

The Parochial Church Council's report was approved by the Board of Parochial Church Council.

Rev A Dutton
Rector and Chair of PCC

26 April 2026
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I report to the  Parochial Church Council on my examination of the financial statements of The Parochial Church 
Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of St. Mary On The Hill, Chester (the PCC) for the year ended 31 December 
2025.

Responsibilities and basis of report
As the Parochial Church Council you are responsible for the preparation of the financial statements in accordance 
with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011.

I report in respect of my examination of the PCC’s financial statements carried out under section 145 of the 
Charities Act 2011. In carrying out my examination I have followed the Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the Charities Act 2011.

Independent examiner's statement
Since the PCC’s gross income exceeded £250,000, the independent examiner must be a member of a body listed 
in section 145 of the Charities Act 2011. I confirm that I am qualified to undertake the examination because I am a 
member of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in England and Wales, which is one of the listed bodies.

Your attention is drawn to the fact that the charity has prepared the financial statements in accordance with the 
relevant version of the Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their financial 
statements in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 
102) in preference to the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice issued on 1 
April 2005 which is referred to in the extant regulations but has now been withdrawn. I understand that this has 
been done in order for the financial statements to provide a true and fair view in accordance with UK Generally 
Accepted Accounting Practice.

 I have completed my examination. I confirm that no matters have come to my attention in connection with the 
examination giving me cause to believe that in any material respect:
1 accounting records were not kept in respect of the PCC as required by section 130 of the Charities Act 2011.
2 the financial statements do not accord with those records; or
3 the financial statements do not comply with the applicable requirements concerning the form and content of 

financial statements set out in the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any 
requirement that the financial statements give a true and fair view, which is not a matter considered as part of 
an independent examination.

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention 
should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the financial statements to be reached.

Alastair J Jeffcott BA FCA 26 April 2026
Xeinadin North West Limited
First Floor, The Foundation
Herons Way
Chester Business Park
Chester
Cheshire
CH4 9GB
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Current financial year Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
funds funds funds

general designated
2025 2025 2025 2025 2024

Notes £ £ £ £ £
Income from:
Incoming resources from 
donors 2 130,999 - 39,197 170,196 132,709
Other voluntary incoming 
resources 3 38,849 - - 38,849 51,046
Activities for generating funds 4 94,824 - - 94,824 83,786
Investment income 5 1,467 - - 1,467 1,648

Total income 266,139 - 39,197 305,336 269,189

Expenditure on:
Charitable activities 6 215,231 1,000 16,148 232,379 278,138
Finance costs 12 9,530 - - 9,530 10,231

Total expenditure 224,761 1,000 16,148 241,909 288,369

Net income/(expenditure) 41,378 (1,000) 23,049 63,427 (19,180)

Transfers between funds 27,991 2,009 (30,000) - -

Net movement in funds 9 69,369 1,009 (6,951) 63,427 (19,180)

Reconciliation of funds:
Fund balances at 1 January 2025 220,134 1,001 18,566 239,701 258,881

Fund balances at 31 December 
2025 289,503 2,010 11,615 303,128 239,701

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year. All income and expenditure 
derive from continuing activities.
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Prior financial year Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds funds

general designated
2024 2024 2024 2024

Notes £ £ £ £

Income from:
Incoming resources from donors 2 132,709 - - 132,709
Other voluntary incoming resources 3 22,092 - 28,954 51,046
Activities for generating funds 4 83,786 - - 83,786
Investment income 5 1,648 - - 1,648

Total income 240,235 - 28,954 269,189

Expenditure on:
Charitable activities 6 205,946 25,701 46,491 278,138
Finance costs 12 10,231 - - 10,231

Total expenditure 216,177 25,701 46,491 288,369

Net income/(expenditure) 24,058 (25,701) (17,537) (19,180)

Transfers between funds (2,842) 2,842 - -

Net movement in funds 9 21,216 (22,859) (17,537) (19,180)

Reconciliation of funds:
Fund balances at 1 January 2024 198,918 23,860 36,103 258,881

Fund balances at 31 December 2024 220,134 1,001 18,566 239,701
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2025 2024
Notes £ £ £ £

Fixed assets
Tangible assets 14 284,789 284,789

Current assets
Debtors 15 3,420 3,023
Cash at bank and in hand 134,341 129,799

137,761 132,822
Creditors: amounts falling due within 
one year

16
(22,422) (18,410)

Net current assets 115,339 114,412

Total assets less current liabilities 400,128 399,201

Creditors: amounts falling due after 
more than one year 17 (97,000) (159,500)

Net assets 303,128 239,701

The funds of the PCC
Restricted income funds 19 11,615 18,566
Unrestricted funds - general 21 289,503 220,134
Unrestricted funds - designated 20 2,010 1,001

303,128 239,701

The financial statements were approved by the Parochial Church Council on 26 April 2026

Rev A Dutton
Rector and Chair of PCC
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1 Accounting policies

Charity information
The Parochial Church Council Of The Ecclesiastical Parish Of St. Mary On The Hill, Chester is a Parochial 
Church Council registered with the Charity Commission (ref: 1132533) on 7 November 2009.

1.1 Basis of preparation
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the PCC's governing document, the 
Charities Act 2011, FRS 102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland" 
and the Charities SORP "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)". The PCC is a Public Benefit Entity as defined by 
FRS 102.

The PCC has taken advantage of the provisions in the SORP for charities not to prepare a statement of cash 
flows.

The financial statements have departed from the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to 
the extent required to provide a true and fair view. This departure has involved following the Statement of 
Recommended Practice for charities applying FRS 102 rather than the version of the Statement of 
Recommended Practice which is referred to in the Regulations but which has since been withdrawn.

The financial statements are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the PCC. Monetary 
amounts in these financial statements are rounded to the nearest £.

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, modified to include the 
revaluation of freehold properties. The principal accounting policies adopted are set out below.

1.2 Going concern
At the time of approving the financial statements, the Parochial Church Council have a reasonable 
expectation that the PCC has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable 
future. Thus the Parochial Church Council continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in 
preparing the financial statements.

1.3 Charitable funds
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the Parochial Church Council in furtherance of 
their charitable objectives.

Restricted funds are subject to specific conditions by donors or grantors as to how they may be used. The 
purposes and uses of the restricted funds are set out in the notes to the financial statements.

Endowment funds are subject to specific conditions by donors that the capital must be maintained by the 
PCC.

1.4 Income
Planned giving, collections and donations are recognised when received. Tax refunds are recognised when 
they are claimed. Grants and legacies to the PCC are accounted for when received. All other income is 
recognised when it is receivable. All incoming resources are accounted for gross.

Legacies are recognised on receipt as this is when they are certain. The policy of the PCC is to use legacies 
to help fund significant development projects in the parish, whether buildings, equipment or staff. As 
circumstances change over the years, it may not be possible to fulfil specific donor requests so church 
members are encouraged to leave legacies for the general purposes of the parish.
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1.5 Expenditure
Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to transfer economic benefit to a 
third party, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be required in settlement, and the amount of 
the obligation can be measured reliably. 

Expenditure is classified by activity. The costs of each activity are made up of the total of direct costs and 
shared costs, including support costs involved in undertaking each activity. Direct costs attributable to a single 
activity are allocated directly to that activity. Shared costs which contribute to more than one activity and 
support costs which are not attributable to a single activity are apportioned between those activities on a basis 
consistent with the use of resources. Central staff costs are allocated on the basis of time spent, and 
depreciation charges are allocated on the portion of the asset’s use.

The diocesan parish share is accounted for when due.

1.6 Tangible fixed assets
Tangible fixed assets are initially measured at cost and subsequently measured at cost or valuation, net of 
depreciation and any impairment losses.

Depreciation is recognised so as to write off the cost or valuation of assets less their residual values over their 
useful lives on the following bases:

Leasehold land and buildings not depreciated due to residual value

The gain or loss arising on the disposal of an asset is determined as the difference between the sale proceeds 
and the carrying value of the asset, and is recognised in the statement of financial activities.

1.7 Impairment of fixed assets
At each reporting end date, the PCC reviews the carrying amounts of its tangible assets to determine whether 
there is any indication that those assets have suffered an impairment loss. If any such indication exists, the 
recoverable amount of the asset is estimated in order to determine the extent of the impairment loss (if any).

1.8 Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks, other short-term liquid 
investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are shown 
within borrowings in current liabilities.

1.9 Financial instruments
The PCC has elected to apply the provisions of Section 11 ‘Basic Financial Instruments’ and Section 12 ‘Other 
Financial Instruments Issues’ of FRS 102 to all of its financial instruments. 

Financial instruments are recognised in the PCC's balance sheet when the PCC becomes party to the 
contractual provisions of the instrument.

Financial assets and liabilities are offset, with the net amounts presented in the financial statements, when 
there is a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle on a net 
basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.
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Basic financial assets
Basic financial assets, which include debtors and cash and bank balances, are initially measured at 
transaction price including transaction costs and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the effective 
interest method unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the transaction is 
measured at the present value of the future receipts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial assets 
classified as receivable within one year are not amortised.

Basic financial liabilities
Basic financial liabilities, including creditors and bank loans are initially recognised at transaction price unless 
the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the debt instrument is measured at the present 
value of the future payments discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial liabilities classified as payable 
within one year are not amortised.

Debt instruments are subsequently carried at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate method.

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course of 
operations from suppliers. Amounts payable are classified as current liabilities if payment is due within one 
year or less. If not, they are presented as non-current liabilities. Trade creditors are recognised initially at 
transaction price and subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

Derecognition of financial liabilities
Financial liabilities are derecognised when the PCC’s contractual obligations expire or are discharged or 
cancelled.

1.10 Employee benefits
The cost of any unused holiday entitlement is recognised in the period in which the employee’s services are 
received.

Termination benefits are recognised immediately as an expense when the PCC is demonstrably committed to 
terminate the employment of an employee or to provide termination benefits.

1.11 Retirement benefits
Payments to defined contribution retirement benefit schemes are charged as an expense as they fall due.

2 Incoming resources from donors

Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds funds funds
2025 2025 2025 2024 2024 2024

£ £ £ £ £ £

Planned giving: 
Stewardship 95,390 30,000 125,390 98,841 - 98,841
Income tax recovered on 
Gift Aid 24,314 - 24,314 25,915 - 25,915
Cash collections 10,164 - 10,164 7,432 - 7,432
Collections: funerals, 
weddings etc. 1,131 9,197 10,328 521 - 521

130,999 39,197 170,196 132,709 - 132,709
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3 Other voluntary incoming resources

Unrestricted Restricted Total Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds funds funds
2025 2025 2025 2024 2024 2024

£ £ £ £ £ £

Grants 7,893 - 7,893 8,443 28,954 37,397
General donations 17,883 - 17,883 10,383 - 10,383
Events income 13,073 - 13,073 3,266 - 3,266

38,849 - 38,849 22,092 28,954 51,046

4 Activities for generating funds

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds
2025 2024

£ £

Magazine sales 1,648 2,160
Wedding and funeral fees 16,843 9,373
Parish Centre lettings 73,532 68,939
Sunday coffee mornings 2,276 2,394
Contribution for use of Church 525 920

94,824 83,786

5 Income from investments

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds
2025 2024

£ £

Dividend income 368 358
Interest receivable 1,099 1,290

1,467 1,648
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6 Expenditure on charitable activities
Church 

activities
Running of 

Church
Running of 

Parish 
Centre

Total Church 
activities

Running of 
Church

Running of 
Parish 
Centre

Total

2025 2025 2025 2025 2024 2024 2024 2024
£ £ £ £ £ £ £ £

Direct costs
Staff costs - - 40,536 40,536 - - 37,821 37,821
Parish share 77,607 - - 77,607 82,522 - - 82,522
Rectory costs 4,789 - - 4,789 4,693 - - 4,693
Service, clergy, music and choral scholars 15,899 - - 15,899 17,992 - - 17,992
Funeral and wedding costs 4,157 - - 4,157 5,518 - - 5,518
CDBF fees 5,708 - - 5,708 1,284 - - 1,284
Hospitality and outreach costs 734 - - 734 3,970 - - 3,970
Magazine printing costs 1,606 - - 1,606 2,791 - - 2,791
Light & heat - 8,384 11,815 20,199 - 9,950 11,394 21,344
Water - 153 2,229 2,382 - 60 1,850 1,910
Insurance - 8,926 1,467 10,393 - 8,648 1,503 10,151
Equipment and maintenance - 11,794 8,537 20,331 - 54,211 8,430 62,641
Cleaning and sundry costs - 262 2,634 2,896 - 1,859 3,073 4,932
Event costs 3,861 - - 3,861 - - - -

114,361 29,519 67,218 211,098 118,770 74,728 64,071 257,569

Grants and donations payable (see note 7) 1,473 - - 1,473 2,455 - - 2,455

Share of support and governance costs (see note 8)
Support - 13,486 6,322 19,808 - 10,868 7,246 18,114

115,834 43,005 73,540 232,379 121,225 85,596 71,317 278,138
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Analysis by fund
Unrestricted funds - general 108,612 42,605 64,014 215,231 108,516 55,258 42,172 205,946
Unrestricted funds - designated 1,000 - - 1,000 4,342 21,359 - 25,701
Restricted funds 6,222 400 9,526 16,148 8,367 8,979 29,145 46,491

115,834 43,005 73,540 232,379 121,225 85,596 71,317 278,138
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7 Grants and donations payable
Church 

activities
Church 

activities
2025 2024

£ £
Missionary and charitable giving 1,473 2,455

8 Support costs allocated to activities
2025 2024

£ £

Staff costs 12,644 13,610
Printing, stationery and office costs 3,766 1,760
Bank charges 1,196 1,220
Governance costs 2,202 1,524

19,808 18,114

Analysed between:
Running of Church 13,486 10,868
Running of Parish Centre 6,322 7,246

19,808 18,114

9 Net movement in funds 2025 2024
£ £

The net movement in funds is stated after charging/(crediting):

Fees payable for the independent examination of the charity's financial 
statements 1,020 1,524

10 Parochial Church Council

None of the Parochial Church Council (or any persons connected with them) received any remuneration or 
benefits from the PCC during the year.

11 Employees

The average monthly number of employees during the year was:
2025 2024

Number Number

6 6
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Employment costs 2025 2024
£ £

Wages and salaries 52,255 50,546
Other pension costs 925 885

53,180 51,431

During the year the PCC employed a part time Parish Administrator, 3 part time Centre Assistants and 2 part 
time cleaners. These 6 part time staff are the equivalent of 2 full time employees.

There were no employees whose annual remuneration was more than £60,000.

12 Finance costs

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds
2025 2024

£ £

Financing costs 9,530 10,231

13 Taxation

The charity is exempt from taxation on its activities because all its income is applied for charitable purposes. 

14 Tangible fixed assets
Leasehold 

land and 
buildings

£
Cost
At 1 January 2025 284,789

At 31 December 2025 284,789

Carrying amount
At 31 December 2025 284,789

At 31 December 2024 284,789

The Parish Centre was built for a total cost of approximately £1,600,000 mostly financed from restricted funds 
(Grants and Donations etc.). The Balance Sheet value represents the build cost net of grants and donations, 
financed internally by loans and the use of available unrestricted funds. The property is not depreciated as its 
residual value is considered to be greater than that of its cost in the accounts. The property is held on a 99 
year lease and has 92 years remaining.
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15 Debtors
2025 2024

Amounts falling due within one year: £ £

Trade debtors 42 314
Prepayments and accrued income 3,378 2,709

3,420 3,023

16 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year
2025 2024

Notes £ £

Principal loan repayments 12,500 12,500
Deferred income 3,975 1,256
Trade creditors 2,304 992
Accrual and deferred income 3,643 3,662

22,422 18,410

Deferred income represents hire of the Parish Centre in advance of events being held. All of this income shall 
be recognised in the subsequent financial year.

17 Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year
2025 2024

£ £

Principal loan repayments 97,000 159,500

The Principal Loan Repayments falling due as disclosed above reflect an initial £250,000 loan provided by 
Methodist Chapel Aid Ltd in order to complete the building of the Parish Centre. This is repayable over twenty 
years at £12,500 p.a. together with interest. The charity made a capital repayment of £50,000 in the year. The 
interest rate is variable and at 31 December 2025 was 5.65% (2024: 5.65%).

18 Retirement benefit schemes
2025 2024

Defined contribution schemes £ £

Charge to profit or loss in respect of defined contribution schemes 925 885

The PCC operates a defined contribution pension scheme for all qualifying employees. The assets of the 
scheme are held separately from those of the PCC in an independently administered fund.
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19 Restricted funds

The restricted funds of the charity comprise the unexpended balances of donations and grants held on trust 
subject to specific conditions by donors as to how they may be used.

At 1 January 
2025

Incoming 
resources

Resources 
expended

Transfers At 31 
December 

2025
£ £ £ £ £

Handbridge Community Covid-
19 Relief Fund 1,120 - - - 1,120
Lottery Funded Grant re: costs 
of centre management 9,526 - (9,526) - -
Choral Scholarship fund 4,767 8,116 (5,974) - 6,909
Babies and Toddlers 1,960 - (248) - 1,712
Tower and Bells fund 1,193 1,081 (400) - 1,874
Stewardship fund - 30,000 - (30,000) -

18,566 39,197 (16,148) (30,000) 11,615

Previous year: At 1 January 
2024

Incoming 
resources

Resources 
expended

Transfers At 31 
December 

2024
£ £ £ £ £

Handbridge Community Covid-
19 Relief Fund 1,120 - - - 1,120
Lottery Funded Grant re: costs 
of centre management 13,580 25,091 (29,145) - 9,526
All Churches Trust 4,910 - (4,910) - -
Co op Local Community Grant 3,859 - (3,859) - -
Choral Scholarship fund 8,340 3,358 (6,931) - 4,767
Babies and Toddlers 3,191 205 (1,436) - 1,960
Tower and Bells fund 1,103 300 (210) - 1,193

36,103 28,954 (46,491) - 18,566
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Handbridge Community Covid-19 Relief Fund
Funds donated for the purposes of supporting members of the local community during and after the 
pandemic.

Lottery Funded Grant: Cost of Centre Management
Funds periodically granted by the Lottery Fund to defray the cost of salaries for a period of 4 years.

All Churches Trust Fund
Funds granted for the purpose of purchasing and installing AV equipment into the church.

Co op Local Community Grant
Funds donated for the purpose of purchasing and installing AV equipment into the church.

Choral Scholarship Fund
Funds donated for the purpose of Choral scholarships.

Charitable Giving Fund
Funds donated for purchase of toys, craft materials etc to run the weekly St Mary's Baby and Toddler Group. 

Tower and Bells Fund
Funds donated for the refurbishment of the tower and bells.

Stewardship Fund
Funds donated to support the financial position of the Church.

20 Unrestricted funds - designated

These are unrestricted funds which are material to the PCC's activities.

At 1 January 
2025

Resources 
expended

Transfers At 31 
December 

2025
£ £ £ £

Charitable giving 1,001 (1,000) 2,009 2,010

Previous year: At 1 January 
2024

Resources 
expended

Transfers At 31 
December 

2024
£ £ £ £

Charitable giving 159 (2,000) 2,842 1,001
Rectory maintenance fund 2,342 (2,342) - -
AV equipment fund 21,359 (21,359) - -

23,860 (25,701) 2,842 1,001
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Babies and Toddlers Fund
Funds allocated by the PCC from its general funds to be donated to charitable causes but not yet distributed.

Rectory Maintenance Fund 
Funds allocated by the PCC from its unrestricted funds for the maintenance of the Rectory.

AV Equipment Fund
Funds allocated by the PCC from its general funds for the purchase and installation of AV equipment.

21 Unrestricted funds

The unrestricted funds of the charity comprise the unexpended balances of donations and grants which are 
not subject to specific conditions by donors and grantors as to how they may be used. These include 
designated funds which have been set aside out of unrestricted funds by the trustees for specific purposes.

At 1 January 
2025

Incoming 
resources

Resources 
expended

Transfers At 31 
December 

2025
£ £ £ £ £

General funds 220,134 266,139 (224,761) 27,991 289,503

Previous year: At 1 January 
2024

Incoming 
resources

Resources 
expended

Transfers At 31 
December 

2024
£ £ £ £ £

General funds 198,918 240,235 (216,177) (2,842) 220,134

22 Analysis of net assets between funds

Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds funds

general designated
2025 2025 2025 2025

£ £ £ £
At 31 December 2025:
Tangible assets 284,789 - - 284,789
Current assets/(liabilities) 101,714 2,010 11,615 115,339
Long term liabilities (97,000) - - (97,000)

289,503 2,010 11,615 303,128
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Unrestricted Unrestricted Restricted Total
funds funds funds

general designated
2024 2024 2024 2024

£ £ £ £
At 31 December 2024:
Tangible assets 284,789 - - 284,789
Current assets/(liabilities) 94,845 1,001 18,566 114,412
Long term liabilities (159,500) - - (159,500)

220,134 1,001 18,566 239,701

23 Related party transactions

There were no disclosable related party transactions during the year (2024 - none).


