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We know not what the future holds, but we do know who holds the future. – Willis J Ray 
All advertising enquiries to be made through the 
Parish Administrator, Doris Keen by email: 
office.stmaryschester@btconnect.com  or via the 
website www.stmaryschester.co.uk  All Editorial 
enquiries to be made through the Editor, Catherine 
Jones email: stmaryseditor@gmail.com Articles, 
letters, funny jokes and photos to be submitted to 
Catherine by 10th of the month for the following 
month’s magazine, so 10th December for the 
January/February edition of the magazine please! 
 

 

KEITH S. JONES & SON 
Electrical Contractors 

Rewires, Domestic, Commercial & Industrial 
Tel: 01244 678942 

email: stuart.jone5@sky.com 
 
 

   ERNEST W. EDGE & SON 
   54-56 Handbridge – Tel: 675156 

     High Class Butchers                                                     
Local beef, lamb, pork, venison and chicken. 

     Also fine cheeses, pates, cooked meats and                                  
now home cooked pies.  

 

Spoilt for Choice 

*Bakery *Delicatessen *Coffee *Gifts* 

*Outside Catering *Cheshire Food Range * 

 *Celebration Cakes* 

Homemade on the premises 

11, Handbridge Tel: 01244 677112 

 

SAMANTHA WILD HAIRDRESSING                                                        
58 Handbridge – Tel: 677557 

Our team is dedicated in keeping up with the latest styles 
and trends to provide you with a first class service.                                                                                       

Call in for a free consultation and to                                   
ask about our latest offers. 

 
 

 
Safeguarding Policy 

St Mary’s Handbridge takes its duty and obligation to protect all 
extremely seriously. We have adopted the national Church of 
England’s robust procedures and guidelines. Read about the 

policies and procedures at 
www.churchofengland.org/safeguarding 

  If you or anyone you are in contact with, would like to talk with 
someone independently, please call the Safe Spaces helpline  
on 0300 303 1056 or 
email  safespaces@victimsupport.org.uk. Alternatively, you may 
contact our Parish Safeguarding Officer Gemma Parisi (see 

Directory or the Safeguarding Advisor phone: 07703 
800031                                                                                   

            UNIFORMITY CLOTHING LIMITED 
 
22-26 Handbridge 
Call in for Clothing,                
      Schoolwear 
Embroidery (Logos etc) 

Transfers, Leisurewear 
                      Tel: 01244 680187 

 
BROWN SUGAR 

Handbridge Coffee Shop with Internet Terminals & 
Free Wi-Fi 

Come in and enjoy our fabulous coffee 
home-made cakes and freshly made food! 
         Tel: 01244 683386 

www.brownsugarinternetcafe.co.uk 

 

 

GREEN LANE VETERINARY CENTRE    
 5 Green Lane, Off Lache Lane,                        

Chester CH4 8LS                                                     
Tel: 01244 683858                                       

Consultation by Appointment                           
RCVS Accredited Practice    

 www.greenlanevets.  
 

COMPUTER SUPPORT 
All your computer problems can be solved here 
with a fast & expert service by our friendly staff. 

Tel: 01244 566280 for free estimates,                             
home visits and advice 

www.computersupportchester.co.uk  
       

DOORSTEPS of HANDBRIDGE                                         
Tel: 675656 or 07889 021033 

QUALITY SANDWICHES, 
 HOME MADE SOUP, JACKET POTATOES Business 

Lunches, Sandwich Platters,                    
  Party Catering and Hot Buffets. 

www.acateredaffair.co.uk  (Contact Mike) 
 

 
R. FODEN LTD 

4 High St. Saltney 
 Tel. 680224 – Mob 07973 661095 

High class custom made joinery inc. doors                        
& windows in hard/softwood.                                                                   

Frames, Staircases & Conservatories.                              
(Guild of Master Craftsmen & FENSA reg.)   

e-mail:info@rfoden.co.uk 
website:www.fodenjoinery.co.uk 

 
 

                            COMPUTER TUTOR 
Tel: 01244 539507   Mobile: 07539 422 673 

Complete beginners welcome 
No request is too small.  We can come to you. 

Do not delay – get online and train today! 
Lessons tailored specifically to your needs 

                     Business training also available 

                            Email:  tutors.pctrainline@gmail.com 

                         www.pctrainline.co.uk 

                                                        
A wife texted her husband on a cold winter morning: “Windows frozen.”
Her husband texted back: “Pour some lukewarm water over it.” 
The wife texted back five minutes later: “Computer’s completely not working now.”  
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   Letter from Rev Ric, Rector                              Farewell Letter                                         
 

When I arrived in the summer of 2019, I was eager to get involved.
I wanted to do a proper job of involving people in a parish that was so well-loved. I 
never imagined I’d be planning and making farewells during the fifth year of 
serving amongst you all.  
We have arrived at this farewell BECAUSE I have tried to be faithful to things I 
preach about and encourage others in. When one encounters something that 
seems unlikely, I tend to exhort those in the encounter to wait with what feels 
new, resist subjecting it to cost-benefit analysis, and to listen for what persists. I 
have spent parts of my time in Handbridge supporting people in ministry: 
ordinands, people in discernment, fellow ministers both lay and ordained. I’ve 
learned alongside you that this support isn’t just as a credentialled educator but 
also as someone trying to be a pastor. As I prayed and listened during the 
autumn it became clearer that others discerned this too. One never just chooses 

to change jobs in the church. Whilst there is an HR process that needs attention, the greater part of the task 
is collective discernment. The question remains the same as ever: am I being called out to be myself, to be 
whom God has called me to be, facing a new horizon?   
I hope that my time as the 54th (ish!?!) Rector of St Mary’s will be remembered as dedicated ministry, 
lightened with good humour, energy, and quiet compassion. I have tried to offer prayers in ways that enable 
us to better apprehend the depth and breadth of God’s persistent love. I have tried to teach about the 
passionate faith which fires me. I have tried to offer worship alongside you that blends Word and music, 
movement, season, colour and light. My prayer is that the time we’ve shared will enable and empower each of 
you to offer your own prayers for the Rector who themself is probably praying for their own new horizon as 
you read this.                                                                                                                                                                   Ric 
 

Blessing and farewell for Revd Ric Whaite (11th February 2024) 
 
O God, you have bound us together for a time as priest and people to work for the advancement of your 
kingdom in this place. We give you thanks for the ministry we have shared with Ric in this parish. 
 
Especially we thank you for your never-failing presence with us through these years, for the deeper knowledge 
of you and of each other which we have attained.  
 
We give you thanks for baptisms celebrated and those who have learned the faith;  
For weddings, and the deepening knowledge of your love at work in us; 
For funerals and the comfort of your presence in the midst of grief; 
For opening our hearts and minds again to your Word, and for feeding us abundantly with the sacrament of 
the Body and Blood of your Son. 
 
And now we commend Ric and Anna, Daniel, Lois, Abigail and Rebecca to you for the continuation of their 
callings, in hope and trust and joy; That they may be guided and strengthened by you, O God our Strength and 
our Redeemer 
 
Go forth into the world in peace; 
be of good courage; 
hold fast that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 
help the afflicted; honour everyone; 
love and serve the Lord, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
+The Father, The Son and the Holy Spirit, 
Be upon you and remain with you now and ever more. AMEN 
 

 



‘When God seems distant’ Meditation Group’ 

In 1996, the Jigsaw Mission from the Huddersfield Diocese ran a prayer workshop at St Mary’s.  We were 
given the opportunity to try different forms of prayers.  Among them was a session on stilling prayer and 

another on ideas for praying when God seemed distant from us. It was amazing how many of us gravitated 
towards the latter and said to one another, ‘O, I didn’t think you would be at this one!’ Shortly afterwards, we 

started our own ecumenical “When God seems distant” meditation group which has continued ever since. 
During covid, we each did the meditation in our own homes and continue to use that pattern – partly to 
continue to protect clinically vulnerable members, partly to enable those who have moved away to share 
with us in the same way as everyone else. It has been deeply moving to learn more about how God holds us in 
the silence together despite not being face to face. Sometimes now we meet on zoom, though, to give us an 
opportunity to catch up as well as to see one another present. 
Each meeting starts with a stilling exercise:  we turn our palms hands downward and bring before God, 
present or absent, whatever may make God seem distant from us – our pain or exhaustion, our anxiety or 
grief, our concerns for others or our world, whatever it may be…  and then in the silence, we turn our palms 
hands upward together to receive from one another and from God….  We look at a picture on our theme, 
have a biblical reading, a scene-setting involving our senses and a meditation, usually drawn from one of 
Eddie Askew’s books, all interspersed by silences with Taizé chants.  We conclude by saying the Grace to one 
another – present on zoom or in God’s shared silence. 
If you would like to try this pattern, or know someone from elsewhere who might, do contact Jackie Hirst 
(jgshirst@talktalk.net; 01244 371083) so she can tell you more and send you a meditation for you to try.  You 
don’t have to be ‘good at meditating’!!  However long we have belonged, some months it’s easier to be still 
than others, but in the silence we learn God accepts us just as we are – and come to value that as a precious 
gift.                                                                                                                                                                   Jackie Hirst 
 
FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
Dear Everyone,  
It is difficult to imagine that, as I write this with a week to go before 
Christmas, that this is the last magazine with our present incumbent, 
Ric. Saying a Goodbye is always different every time it is uttered. 
However, one thing is certain, that we never know when or if we will 
ever see that person again AND that that relationship will have 
changed both of us in some way for ever. It is so with saying Goodbye 
to the Waites. We will miss the happy hurley burley of the children 
rushing up the church aisle to their officiating dad in fairy outfits for a 
blessing. We will miss the warmth of Anna with her welcoming smile. 
We will miss Ric’s ability for all things technological, his energy and 
quiet empathy with his wise words. As they leave what will remain will 
be their love and they need to know that they have made such a 
difference to us all.  
‘Thank you, Ric, from all at St Mary’s and the wider community, which 
you truly embraced’.                                                                     Catherine 
 
The Warm Spaces initiative is now up and running for its second 
season. This started because of the sudden hike in energy costs 
last year but we learned from the experience that people came 
mostly for the company and welcomed the opportunity for a chat. 
The rota of volunteers is in place but do feel free to drop in during 
Monday afternoons throughout the winter. Details on the poster.       
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Featured Article 
                                     Farewell  ‘Fellowship of Differents’ 

Where is your favourite walk in Chester? 
• You won’t be surprised to hear that most of my favourite journeys around 

Chester have been by bicycle. It’s been a treat to find my way, accompanied 
and unaccompanied, to Nets Café in Burton and beyond up to visit the 
haunts of my ancestors in Woodchurch and West Kirby. When I’ve not been 
pedalling my way round, the walks that spring to mind are those shared 
beneath big skies at Thurstaston and the loop “up” the river from the 
Meadows near the Rectory towards Eccleston and then returning via the Dukes Drive.  

• A Highlight from the past 4 or so years in Chester? 

Sharing in ministry with so many different kinds of people. If I limit myself to just the ministry team, I 
cannot overstate how rich it has been to hear regularly Laura Rhodes, Bill Hamilton, Linda Manning, Maureen 
Pickering and Trevor Dennis. I share the parish’s appreciation of their gifts and see it as an expression of a 
broader intergenerational conversation that St Mary’s is capable of about faithfulness (God’s and our own) 
across our lives.  

• What has been the most challenging aspect of the past 4 years? 

It is hard to look far past the challenges that beset most of the world in March 2020. At St Mary’s the 
timing lockdown was just when I felt like I was beginning to get to know people. I am certain that the 
challenges brought opportunities that needed to be grasped in any case, but the timing meant that one was 
trying to offer pastoral care in a once in a generation crisis without the existing relationships of trust and 
understanding.  

• What will you miss most once you have left St Mary’s?  

Undoubtedly working with clusters, PCC, Standing Committee and community partners to try and 
discern how a church exists for the benefit of its non-members. I can see some of the early results of this 
across St Mary’s collective life clearly as we prepare to depart: in the development choral scholarships, 
increased integration with schools across the parish, and work with other churches and community groups. I 
know that there are lots of green shoots to look out for in the 2024 issues of the magazine. 

• What will you have to do in your new job? 

The new role in Newcastle Diocese is composed of three complimentary parts. Primarily it involves 
holding responsibility for the team developing and overseeing the discipleship and ministry strategy for the 
Diocese, including the training and equipping of lay and ordained leaders. Relatedly, I will be a member of 
Bishop Helen-Ann Hartley’s senior leadership team, with a particular responsibility for encouraging and 
enabling mission and evangelism in the deaneries, and support them in the Diocesan vision ‘Seeking, Sharing, 
Sending’. The third part is that, whilst working alongside all the parishes and chaplaincies of the diocese, I 
will be a member of the cathedral chapter and a Canon of St Nicholas’ Cathedral. My installation there will be 
at Evensong (4pm) on Sunday, March 17th. Participation on-site and on-line (via the cathedral YouTube 
channel) from friends at St Mary’s will mean a lot. 

• Have the past 4 or so years changed your views on anything? 

I hope I’ve remained engaged and open, even though changes are usually hard to discern until after they’ve 
occurred. I notice I only drink black coffee now!  

• Thinking about your move in February, what are you looking forwards to most? 
 

I am really excited to be joining a team in Newcastle that is a good mixture of 
people with deep roots in the region and people whose perspective is newer. 
Healthy communities, including churches, need both. Personally, there is a 
particular privilege joining those walking in the steps of Cuthbert, Hild, Bede and 
Aidan.                                                                                           Interviewed by Catherine Jones 
N.B.: The Rector WILL pose the questions before he departs for the next part of our “Fellowship 
of Differents” in the March/April 2024 issue. 



News & Notices  

Registers October 2023: 
Funerals 
Theresa Dawn Maxfield 
Alexandra Lloyd 
Baptisms 
Odin Griffiths 
Marriages 
Daniel Evans & 
Charlotte Jackson 
 
Registers November 2023: 
Funerals 
Valerie Walters 
Roy Greenhalgh 
David Lambourne 
Baptisms 
Otto John Mitchell 
Toby Elliott Taylor Davies 
Marriages 
None 
We hold all those named above in our prayers as 
well as those loved ones known to us personally.     
 
 
  Church Flower Arranging Jan & Feb 2024 
January  
Team 2:  Joy Barton, Anne 
Clifford, Jill Fitzgerald, Helen 
Pritchard. 
February 
Team 3: Janet Edwards, Diana 
Morgan, Janet Palmer. (Only 2 weeks as Lent starts 
Wed 14th.) 
Elizabeth Bennett tel: 01244 678504 
 

Barn Dance (put on your dancing shoes!)  
On Saturday 20th January 2024, at 
7.30 p.m., there will be a Barn Dance 
for the first time since the Covid 
epidemic. 
There will be dancing to the music of 
the Cambrian Community Barn 

Dance Band under the direction of Catherine and 
Alistair Jones with the added attraction of a hotpot 
supper. (Please bring your own drinks). 
The tickets are £10.00 each with profits going to 
the charities supported by St Mary’s and are 
available from Veronica Bull on Sunday mornings 
after the 10.30 service or from the Parish Office 
during the week. 
Even if you feel your dancing days are done, it 
promises to be a fun evening in good company so 
do come along. 

St Mary’s Social & Events Diary 2024 
January 20th St Mary’s Barn Dance 7.30pm 
February 9th Music by the Bridge 
    11th   Farewell Bring & Share Lunch 
                      (Ric’s last Sunday in the parish)    
March    8th   Music by the Bridge 
May        10th  Music by the Bridge 
June       14th  Music by the Bridge 

 

 
   Christian Aid Lent Lunches 

Lent lunches will soon be here 
again, this year we welcome you 
to join us for a simple lunch of 
soup, cheese and a little more... 

Please come and enjoy food and fellowship. All 
donations to Christian Aid.  Lent Lunches are an 
Ecumenical event so please pop the dates of Lent 
Lunches in other venues around the city into your 
diary, as you may want to visit more than one of 
them. 
 Thursday 22nd February -St Mary's centre 
Handbridge. 
 Monday 26th February -Wesley church 
 (given by Vicars Cross URC) 
 Thursday 7th March - Hoole URC on Hoole road 
  Monday 11th March - Wesley church (given by                            
the Cathedral) 
  Monday 18th March - Wesley church (given by 
St Werburgh's and City road church) 
 Last year at St Mary's we had 66 people who 
donated £596-75 with gift aid 
£68-75 it was a lovely lunch with 
a welcoming and friendly 
atmosphere, looking forward to 
this year's.   

 
World Day of Prayer 

The WDP Service will be 
held on Friday 1st March 
2024 at St. Werburgh’s 
Church, Grosvenor Park 
Road, Chester CH1 1QJ at 
10.30am. All will be 
welcome for the Service 
and Refreshments 
afterwards. Each year the 
service is written by 
women of a different 
country; the service for 

2024 was prepared by ecumenical Christian 
Palestinian women with the theme: 
 “I beg you... bear with one another in love”. 

 



News & Notices 
Handbridge WI meetings Jan & Feb 2024 
Handbridge WI meetings January and February 
Our first meeting of 2024 will be on Tuesday 
2nd January when we welcome Cathey Harrington 
who will talk about Getting Going on Cycling. We 
will have our usual staff and raffle followed by 
refreshments and a chat with friends.  Our crafters 

will be meeting on Monday 
8th January at 1.pm at St. Mary's 
Handbridge Centre and will be 
trying their hand at needle 
felting.  Book Group will meet on 

16th January and our book for January is Lessons in 
Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. 

At our February meeting 
we will be celebrating our 
50th birthday.  This will 
be on Tuesday 
6th February starting at 
7.30pm.  We will have A 
Handbag of Harmonies 
to entertain us together 

with a special raffle and fizz and cakes. All visitors 
and potential new members are very 
welcome.  Our book group will be 
meeting on 20th February to talk 
about The Sisterhood by Katherine 
Bradley. 
For any further information please contact 
Maureen on 07410450177 or 
email handbridgewe@gmail.com 

 

 
  Handbridge Flower Club 2024 

JANUARY 'S meeting is our 2024 AGM and takes 
place on Thursday 18th at 1pm in our usual venue, 
St. Mary's Handbridge Centre. PLEASE NOTE THE 
CHANGE OF TIME TO 1.00pm.  After the business 
of the meeting is completed, there will be a floral 
demonstration by Eleanor Griffiths from 
Frodsham, a regular visitor to the club who has 
delighted us with her arrangements on many 
previous occasions. 
After the demonstration, the arrangements will be 
raffled as usual and there will be a chance to chat 
with friends and make new ones. 
FEBRUARY'S meeting takes place on Thursday 
15th at our usual time of 1.45pm. 
Our own Dawn Weaver will take the stage, with a 
programme yet to be arranged, but which we know 
will be enjoyable. 
New members and visitors are most welcome to 
join us. For further information please contact 
07515324526 

      Lache and Westminster Park History Group 

The Sinking of HMS Thetis 
A talk by Derek Arnold 

The Venue (Lache Community Centre)  
Hawthorn Road   Chester CH4 8HX 

Wednesday 24th January 2024 at 7.30pmThe loss of a 

brand new Birkenhead built submarine.  Not one tragedy 
but three: the sinking, the lacklustre rescue attempt, and 

the woeful treatment of the bereaved. 
All welcome, no need to book. £1 per person on the door. 
Refreshments will be available as usual for a small charge 

Linda Shuttleworth, Secretary, Lache and Westminster 

Local History Group       shuttleworths@talktalk.net                      
01244 679791 or text 07726 425847                     

 

 
Tea & Coffee Rota (after 10.30am service) 

JANUARY 
7th Jan Team 7                            21st Jan Team 9           
Jill Fitzgerald                                      Ann Baldacchino 
Klaus Armstrong-Brau                     Betty Mcloughlin 
Janet Davies                                    Helen Brophy                                                   
14th Jan Team 8                           28th Jan Team 10                      
Joy Barton                                          Doris Keen 
Diana Morgan                                    Lynne Jones 
Alice Jones                                         Lynn Hutchings 

FEBRUARY 
 4th Feb Team 1                              18th Team 3  
Alma Hukin                                       Wendy Gorman 
Pat Jones                                           Margaret Davies 
Anne Knight                                     Julie Pickett 
11th Feb Team 2                            25th Feb Team 4 
Elsie Scott                                        Liz Young 
C & A Jones                                      Sue Dickinson 
Joan Morgan                                    Sue Fryer 

 
 

 BABY and TODDLER                     
GROUP 

The sessions are free of charge and 
open to children under school age and their 
parents and carers. The sessions are run each 
Friday 10.00am to 11.30am. Any contributions 
towards refreshments are welcome! Do please feel 
free to drop in on a Friday morning.  
Sue Fryer on 01244 679945. 
Please be aware that during the baby and toddler 
sessions, access to the Centre may be restricted. 
Contact: Sue Fryer on 07799 862828 

                                            

http://1.pm/
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LETTERS’ PAGE 
 Surprise! 
One of the delights of gardening (when it isn’t raining cats and dogs) is the 
power to surprise. 
In the bed by the main entrance to the Centre there is a healthy looking 
camellia specimen which has not flowered in 6 years but, halfway through 
October 2023, some flower buds appeared, proving that it is indeed that rare 
specimen- an Autumn flowering camellia. 
It’s continuing to produce a few flowers though it’s the end of November at the 
time of writing. Perhaps we should just continue talking to it! 

Alison McLellan 
 

 
Letter from Helen & Chris our Christian Aid Reps 

The amount raised for Christmas cards sold in support of Christian Aid (Traidcraft) 
at St Mary's during coffee in the centre on Nov 19th, Nov 26th and Dec 3rd was a huge £258-71. We 

would like to say a Big Thank You! to everyone who bought cards and supported this amazing 
charity. Also, many thanks for the generous donations from everyone at St Mary's towards the Libya 
Floods bucket collection on 1st October the total amount was £285.                                           Chris and Helen  

Recycled Church Candles 
      We have been recycling our used Church Candles.  They are scented or unscented, an 

ideal gift for Mother's Day or Easter. 
 Do you know someone with a special memory or connection to St Mary’s who would appreciate one of these 
special candles? Maybe you would like one for yourself. 
 The amount raised for St Mary over Christmas selling of recycled Church Candle's was £254. Many thanks to 
everyone who bought a candle and for the very kind words of encouragement about the recycling.    Helen 
 

Photo sent in by the Handbridge WI                                               Photo sent in by Stuart Bull after a trip to  
from the Christmas Charity Santa Dash                                                              the Isle of Man 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Thank You from The Magazine 

Distributors 

Thank you to our loyal delivery team who, 
throughout the year, deliver the bi-monthly Parish 
Magazines to all our subscribers.   
Many Thanks, Seasonal Greetings for the New 
Year 2024.                                                                         
Jaqi & Bill Yates, Melissa & John Grundy 

 

 

                       
 
 Fitting Farewell wreath for Helen Mitchell,  

bell ringer at St Mary’s for so many years 



January, February Musings 
 Wow! January already and another new year. I am sure that time speeds up the older I 

become. My late husband's birthday is the 5th of January and Christmas decorations 
would be left up until he went to bed and then removed, because everybody knew that 

it was unlucky to still have them in place after 12th night. The birthday of one of my 
grandsons is the 6th of January. I suggested that they name him Casper or Melchior, but not Balthazar. He is 
half French and half English and they gave him and Irish name! Liam, which is derived from Ullium, the Irish 
form of William. Now those Wise men or Kings, travelled an awful long way to present baby Jesus with the 

expensive gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, which I was taught that, gold for a king, frankincense for a 
priest and myrrh for a burial: they obviously didn't shop at Mothercare. Did Mary and Joseph carry those 

presents with them on the donkey as they fled to Egypt? I wonder what happened to them. Have you heard 
this one? A child was asked about the picture he had drawn, and he said it was the flight into Egypt, the 

teacher was puzzled as to why there were four people in the drawing, she said, ‘I can see Mary, Joseph and 
the baby Jesus, who is the fourth person?’ The child replied, ‘Pontius, the Pilot!’  

 Moving on to February, and the most romantic day, the 14th, Saint Valentine’s Day, (I was confirmed 
by the Bishop of Croydon on that day in 1964). Dad came to support me, but mum wouldn't because 
she thought that it was only Roman Catholics who did this. She might have been influenced by the 
sight of the little girls from the Italian family, dressed up like little brides and parading down the street on 
their way to their first communion. I watched this from the bedroom window, mum did not approve of ‘such 
goings on’. For my confirmation, I wore my three years old summer dress from C&A. I digress, sorry! St. 
Valentine was a 3rd Century Roman saint. The Eastern Orthodox church celebrates his day on July 6th, He is 
the Patron Saint of epilepsy and bee keepers, (I don't know what the connection is). He was either a priest or 
bishop, who ministered to the persecuted Christians, and he was martyred, and his body buried on the Via 
Flaminia, on February 14th. He was in his early 40's having been born about 226. The birthstone for this 
month is Amethyst and the flowers are, violets and irises which match up with the stone.    Wendy Gorman                                                  

 

St Mary’s Christmas Fair 2023 
On Saturday 25th November the annual Christmas fair was held in the parish centre. Many members of St 
Mary's came together to run a variety of stalls, including a fairtrade stand, a raffle and sales of homemade 
woodworks, knitwear, crafts, jewellery, games and cakes. Live music was provided by local music groups, 

Strictly Saxes and the Overleigh St Mary's choir; both greatly added to the festive atmosphere and attracted 
many guests. The bell tower was also opened to the public, with local ringers offering demonstrations to 

guests (Handbridge councillor & Deputy Lord Mayor Razia Daniels was among those who had a go). The fair 
was a great success, raising £3,000 for the pastoral fund. Thank you to you all who contributed to this event. 

Jack Ninnes 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



Incredible Edible Handbridge - News from the Plot 

Hope everyone had a lovely Christmas and a good rest. 
We would like to thank everyone for all the support 
you gave to Incredible Edible Handbridge in 2023. So, 
here we are now in 2024!                                                                                                                                                  
Whether you attended an event, planted, weeded, watered picked, or 
simply said hello, thank you!  
Nature is resting too at the plot, although there may be still some over-
wintering kale and spinach to pick. The herb planter outside St Mary’s 
Handbridge Centre is growing happily, with thanks to the community. 
The initial phase of the Arches Community Garden is now complete, with 
fruit trees, fruit bushes, 
strawberries, herbs and 
bulbs all planted, and a 
beautiful garden bench in 
place. We are planning a 

launch event for the community with Chester Zoo in the 
Spring. So, look out for news on our Facebook page and 
website: iehandbridge.org.uk/  
You can also email us at: ie.handbridge1@gmail.com 
We will be back at the plot on Sunday 28 January and Sunday 
25 February, from 11am to 1pm. These community events are 
completely free. You don’t need any special knowledge either 
– just turn up and have a chat and join in if you want.  
Everything that is grown at the plot is also free for you to pick 
and enjoy.                                                                                                                                                 Lisa Rossetti 

 

 
                                How to pay for your MAGAZINE 

  (Subscribers are those who have their magazine delivered. For those who are not subscribers, 
there is a suggested donation amount of £2 for each bi monthly issue.) 
Subscriptions of £10 will soon be due for the period from 1st February 2024 to 31st January 
2025. 
The five alternative ways of paying your subscription are: 
* A. Online banking – Transfer your subscription fee to PCC of St Mary’s Without-the-
Walls Chester. Sort code 60-40-08. Account number 80005209 using the Reference 
“Parish Magazine”, this will help our PCC Treasurer to identify the payment as a magazine 
annual subscription. 

* B. By cheque, made payable to PCC of St Mary’s Without-the-Walls Chester, which you can hand you your 
local magazine distributor. 
* C. By Standing Order 
* D. By dropping off their cash or cheque subscriptions into the Parish Office using the Reference “Parish 
Magazine”, this will help our PCC Treasurer to identify the payment as a magazine annual subscription.   
* E. If you prefer not to use any of the above options, you can of course continue to pay in cash to your local 
magazine distributor. 
Please inform your local magazine distributor of which option you would prefer to use, and this information 
will be passed to the appropriate Magazine Distributor. 
Many thanks and best wishes for Christmas 2023 and the New Year 2024 from us all at St. Mary’s. 
Bill & Jaqi Yates, John & Melissa Grundy  
 

Manna 

For centuries, scholars have debated the origins of manna, the mysterious, edible substance that the 
Bible describes God providing for the Israelites during their travels through the desert. But in Pollina, a 
region in the Madonie mountains of Sicily, there is no question about it: Manna is the sap of a narrow 
leaf ash tree called fraxinus angustifolia. In August, the creamy white substance is collected and used 
as a sweetener. Though its cultivation is limited to a tiny swath of land and a handful of producers, 
Giulio Gelardi is fighting to save this ancient tradition, and has been ever since he brought it back from 
oblivion 40 years ago.                                                                                               By Emiliano Ruprat  August 2020 

 

 

 



Behind the Scenes – the smiling faces!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Poem used by Trevor Dennis in his sermon 
When Trevor Dennis preached in November, he began and finished his sermon with this poem by the Israeli 
poet Yehuda Amichai (1924-2000): 

The place where we are right 
From the place where we are right 
Flowers will never grow 
In the spring. 
 

The place where we are right 
Is hard and trampled  
Like a yard. 
 

 

But doubts and loves 
Dig up the world 
Like a mole, a plough. 
And a whisper will be heard in the place 
Where the ruined 
House once stood. 
(Translated from the original Hebrew.)

Two of our groundsmen 

The Unlicensed Lay Weeders The Tuesday Cleaning Brigade 

 

           Two of our Warm Space Volunteers 



Overleigh St Mary’s CE Primary School 

Our Christian Value last half term was Peace. We launched the half term with a whole day thinking 
about what this means. During the day we focused on three aspects, World Peace, conflict resolution with 
our friends, families and people we meet and inner peace. We also marked Remembrance Day with a special 
service with the Catholic High School.  
A group of our children read this poem at our Remembrance service. It was very moving. 
My Hopes for The World 
In this world of chaos and confusion, 
Where wars and hatred seem to reign, 
I still hold on to my hopes and dreams, 
And pray for a brighter, better world to sustain. 

I hope for a world where love is the language, 
And kindness and compassion are the norm, 
Where people see the good in each other, 
And help each other weather any storm.  

I hope for a world where the air is clean, 
And nature thrives in all its splendor, 
Where humans live in harmony with the earth, 
And strive to be its true defender.  

I hope for a world where all are equal, 
And justice prevails in every land, 
Where every person is treated with respect, 
And bigotry and prejudice are banned. 

I hope for a world where children can play,  
Without fear of harm or danger, 
Where their innocence is preserved and protected, 
And their futures are always getting brighter.  

I hope for a world where knowledge is power, 
And education is a right for all, 
Where people are encouraged to learn and grow,  
And their potential is never held small. 

I hope for a world where laughter abounds, 
And joy is found in every heart, 
Where people celebrate each other’s differences, 
And come together to create a new start.  

I know these hopes may seem like a distant dream, 
But I hold them close and never lose sight,  
For the power of hope is a mighty thing, 
And it can help us all to reach the light. 

So let us work together to make these hopes a reality, 
And strive to be the change we want to see, 
For a better world is within our reach, 
If we believe and work towards unity.  

By Oscar Auliq-Ice  

 
  

 
 

admin@overleighstmaryce.cheshire.sch.uk   

Emma Drew - Headteacher   

 

mailto:admin@overleighstmaryce.cheshire.sch.uk


WHAT’S ON AT ST MARY’S IN JANUARY? 

 
 
 
 
Thursday   4     10:00am        Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
Friday   5     10:00am       St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
    
Sunday   7     Epiphany 
           8:00am         Said Service of Holy Communion (followed by bacon baps)  
           10:30am        Sung Eucharistic Service with Baptism on Epiphany (transf.)  
 
Monday   8       1:00pm to 4:00pm ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
                                      7:30pm         Julian Meeting 
 
Wednesday 10     12:00pm      Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Thursday 11       10:00am     Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
Friday 12      10:00am     St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Sunday 14      Second Sunday of Epiphany 
             8:00am      Said Service of Holy Communion 
          10:30am      ‘Church Without Walls’ – A Sung Eucharistic Service 
           6:30pm       Epiphany Carols 
 
Monday   15     1:00pm to 4:00pm ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Wednesday 17     12:00pm     Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Thursday  18    10:00am      Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)   
 
Friday 19    10:00am      St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
                         7:00pm       An Evening of Words and Music with Trevor Dennis 
 
Saturday 20   7:30pm        Barn Dance in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Sunday   21    Third Sunday of Epiphany 
         8:00am       Said Service of Holy Communion 
         10:30am      Sung Eucharistic Service 
         11:30am        Cake Sunday – baked items for sale after the 10:30am service in 
            St Mary’s Handbridge Centre in support of School Pastoral Fund 
         3:00pm       Messy Church 
 
Monday 22   1:00pm to 4:00pm ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Wednesday 24   12:00pm    Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Thursday 25   10:00am    Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 
Friday 26   10:00am   St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Sunday 28   Presentation of Christ in the Temple 
         8:00am     Said Service of Holy Communion 
         10:30am    Sung Eucharistic Service 
 
Monday   29   1:00pm to 4:00pm ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 
Wednesday   31    12:00pm    Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 

 

(Bold type denotes an Event rather than a Service) 

 

“Together Apart” (usually on Sunday morning) will also be accessible 

via Zoom:  

Meeting ID: 905 965 2879  Passcode: 428485 
 

Please follow St Mary’s Facebook Page for updates.  



WHAT’S ON AT ST MARY’S IN FEBRUARY?  
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday   1 10:00am     Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

Friday   2 10:00am St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
   
Sunday   4 Second Sunday before Lent 
     8:00am Said Service of Holy Communion (followed by bacon baps)  
   10:30am Choral Matins 
   12:30pm Holy Baptism  
 

Monday     5 1:00pm to 4:00pm: ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
   7:30pm Julian Meeting 
 

Wednesday     7 12:00pm Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 

Thursday   8  10:00am Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

Friday   9 10:00am St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
                        7:00pm Music by the Bridge 
 

Sunday 11 Sunday next before Lent (Ric’s last Sunday in the parish) 
     8:00am Said Service of Holy Communion 
   10:30am A Sung Eucharistic Service 
   12:00pm Farewell Bring and Share Lunch in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre     

Monday   12 1:00pm to 4:00pm: ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 

Wednesday 14 Ash Wednesday 
  12:00pm Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
    6:30pm Sung Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes 
 

Thursday  15 10:00am Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)   
 

Friday 16 10:00am St Mary’s Baby & Toddler Group in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 

Sunday   18 First Sunday of Lent 
     8:00am Said Service of Holy Communion (TBC) 
   10:30am “Church Without Walls” – Sung Eucharistic Service 
   11:30am Cake Sunday – baked items for sale after the 10:30am service in 
    St Mary’s Handbridge Centre in support of School Pastoral Fund 
     3:00pm Messy Church 
                                                  6:30pm Choral Evensong 
Monday 19 1:00pm to 4:00pm: ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 

Wednesday 21 12:00pm Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
    6:30pm Lent Talk followed by Compline 
 

Thursday 22 10:00am Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

Saturday 24   3:00pm Wedding: Lloyd Hart & Molly Barber 
 

Sunday 25 Second Sunday of Lent 
     8:00am Said Service of Holy Communion (TBC) 
   10:30am Sung Eucharistic Service 
 

Monday   26 1:00pm to 4:00pm: ‘Warm Welcome Space’ in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
 

Wednesday   28 12:00pm Luncheon Club in St Mary’s Handbridge Centre 
     6:30pm Lent Talk followed by Compline 
 

Thursday   29 10:00am Said Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer) 
 

(Bold type denotes an Event rather than a Service) 

 
Daily Hope   Free phone line offering hymns, prayers, and reflections continues. The service – which is available 24 
hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – was set up as a simple new way to bring worship and prayer into people’s homes, 

especially older people and anyone unable to join online church services. 
 

 

“Together Apart” (usually on Sunday morning) will also be accessible via Zoom:  

Meeting ID: 905 965 2879  Passcode: 428485 

Please follow St Mary’s Facebook Page for updates.  



PUZZLE TIME 

ACROSS 1  Paul said the wrath of God 
‘is being revealed from heaven’ against 
this (Romans 1:18) (11) 
9  Go smite (anag.) (7) 10 ‘But — I 
have risen, I will go ahead of you into 
Galilee’(Matthew 26:32) (5)  
11 ‘Take and —; this is my body’ 
(Matthew 26:26) (3) 13 Type (2 
Thessalonians 2:10) (4)  
16 ‘Woe to those who — iniquity’ (Micah 
2:1) (4)  
17 ‘How shall we — if we ignore such a 
great salvation?’ (Hebrews 2:3) (6)  
18 Opposite of evens (4)  
20 Previously cited (Latin) (4) 
21 ‘There is surely — — of God in this 
place, and they will kill me because of 
my wife’ (Genesis 20:11) (2,4) 
22 The Thessalonians were warned to 
keep away from every brother who was 
this (2 Thessalonians 3:6) (4) 
23 Beat (anag.) (4)  
25 To trouble or afflict (Job 16:3) (3)  
28 Part of a roof (1 Kings 7:9) (5)  
29 Attain (Job 5:12) (7)  
30 Insect noted for its gymnastic ability 
(Psalm 78:46) (11) 
DOWN 2  Smell (John 11:39) (5)  
3  Lion’s home (Jeremiah 25:38) (4)  
4  ‘Jesus Christ is the — yesterday and 
today and for ever’ (Hebrews 13:8) (4)  
5  Tidy (4) 
6  Made their home (Genesis 47:27) (7)  
7  Their task was to carry the curtains 
of the tabernacle (Numbers 4:25–26) 
(11)  
8  Timothy’s was called Lois (2 Timothy 
1:5) (11)  
12 The Lover likened the fragrance of 

the Beloved’s breath to these (Song of Songs 7:8) (6)  
14 Times Educational Supplement (1,1,1)  
15 Eight-tentacled sea creatures (6)  
19 ‘And lead us not into temptation, but — us from the evil 
one’(Matthew 6:13) (7)  
20 D.L. Moody’s legendary song leader, — D. Sankey (3)  
24 Rarely used musical note (5)  
25 ‘Your will be done on earth — it — in heaven’ (Matthew 
6:10) (2,2)  
26 & 27 ‘The Lord Almighty will — them with a — , as when 
he struck down Midian at the rock of Oreb’ (Isaiah 10:26) 
(4,4)  
27 See 26 Down  
 
(ANSWERS to be found at the bottom of the Directory page) 
 



On Your Doorstep  
Where can you find all these animals in St Mary’s Church? Let me know if you find them all 
(stmaryseditor@gmail.com) and you never know, there may be a prize for you! Spend some time relaxing with 
this quiz in the New Year.                                                                                                                              Catherine       
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And We Beheld His Glory’ 

 

 

 

 

                           An Evening of Words and Music for Christian Aid - 

                           At 7pm on the 19th of January 2024 

                           St Mary’s Without-the-Walls, Overleigh Road, Chester, CH4 7HL 

                           Words from Trevor Dennis, read by Alison McLellan,  

                            Chris Dukes, Hilary Egan and Trevor 

                           Marimba by Olivia Das 

                          Organ & Piano by Michael Reynolds 

 
                                                         St Mary’s Without-the-Walls, Overleigh Road, Chester, CH4 7HL 

                                                                  

Another evening of words and music for Christian Aid here at St Mary’s, on Friday January 19th at 7.00pm. 
Words from Trevor Dennis, read by Alison McLellan, Chris Dukes, Hilary Egan and Trevor himself; music 
performed by Michael Reynolds on piano and organ, and Olivia Das, one of our choral scholars, on marimba.  
We will start in the Jerusalem Temple, then discover Joanna and John the Baptist in the court of Herod 
Antipas, travel to Samaria to be with the woman at the well, find ourselves on the Jericho road with the Good 
Samaritan, and end up at a wedding in Cana, where we will hear from the mother of the bride! The music in 
between will be wonderful, and we will finish by singing the Hallelujah Chorus together, while Michael plays 
it on the organ, so please come prepared to join in. Words will be provided on the back of the programme  or 
you can bring your own score if you have one. What better note to end the evening? 

No booking. No tickets. We will put Christian Aid envelopes on the seats, as we have in the past, and invite 
donations.                                                                                                                                                                      Trevor Dennis       
Advert 
THE PERFECT RETREAT IN SENNEN COVE, 
CORNWALL 
Highly recommended (including recommendations  
by some members of St Mary's congregation!) 
Experience luxury this winter with a short break. 
Breathtaking panoramic sea views. 5 double bedrooms. 
Hot tub. Cinema room. Quiet room. 
From £40 per person per night 
To book please visit breakwaterescape.co.uk,  
email sarah@breakwaterescape.co.uk or 07841777676 

A young couple invited some people to dinner. At the table, the mother turned to their six-year-old daughter  
and said, “Would you like to say the blessing?”  
“I don’t know what to say,” the girl replied. 
“Just say what you hear Mummy say,” the father answered. 
The daughter bowed her head and said, “O Lord, why on earth did I invite all these people to dinner?” 

 

http://breakwaterescape.co.uk/
mailto:sarah@breakwaterescape.co.uk


PARISH DIRECTORY 

Rector The Revd Dr Richard P 

Whaite 

rector.stmarychester@gmail.com 07857 776247 

Parish Administrator  

& Centre Manager 

Doris Keen office.stmaryschester@btconnect.com 01244 671202 

Centre Coordinators 

 

Centre Assistant 

Michael Mitchell 

Joanna Polanczyk 

John Rose 

michael.stmaryschester@btconnect.com 

joanna.stmaryschester@btconnect.com 

Contact via Centre Manager 

01244 671202 

01244 671202 

 

Hon. Assistant Clergy The Revd John Carhart 

The Revd Trevor Dennis 

The Revd Maureen 

Pickering 

jcarhart@nepc.co.uk 

trevordennis11@gmail.com 

revmapickering@gmail.com 

01244 380923 

01244 638441 

01244 749112 

Hon. Parish Reader Linda Manning lindamanning@uwclub.net 01244 682143 

Churchwardens Lynne Jones 

David Gilburt 

lynnejones623@hotmail.com 

bonduca@hotmail.com 

07713 167332 

01244 630917 

PCC Secretary Mavis Sellers pccsecretary@btconnect.com 07715 050850 

Minutes Secretary Hailey Mason pccsecretary@btconnect.com 01244 674517 

PCC Treasurer Helen Brophy finance.stmaryswithoutwalls@btinternet.com 01244 629111 

Director of Music Michael Reynolds michaelreynoldsmusic@googlemail.com 07786 323946 

Music and Worship Cluster 

Chair 

Michael Reynolds michaelreynoldsmusic@googlemail.com 07786 323946 

Community, Mission, 

Charities Cluster Chair 

Alison McLellan avej97@btinternet.com 01244 676772 

Children and Young People 

Cluster Chair 

Maureen Pickering revmapickering@gmail.com 01244 749112 

Communications Cluster 

Chair 

Ric Whaite rector.stmarychester@gmail.com 07857 776247 

Buildings and Environment 

Cluster Chair 

Guy Shapland guy.karen@btinternet.com 07531 040664 

Finance Cluster Chair David Gilburt bonduca@hotmail.com 01244 630917 

Electoral Roll Officer Alison McLellan avej97@btinternet.com 01244 676772 

Giving Recorder Helen Brophy finance.stmaryswithoutwalls@btinternet.com 01244 629111 

Safeguarding Officer Gemma Parisi safeguarding.stmaryschester@btconnect.com 07754 894748 

Publicity Jack Ninnes press.stmaryschester@btconnect.com  

Health & Safety Adviser Michael Mitchell michael.stmaryschester@btconnect.com 01244 671202 

Bellringers Fiona Harrison fiona.harrison1@btinternet.com 01244 314712 

Church Flowers Lead Elizabeth Bennett bennettstimes5@tiscali.co.uk 01244 678504 

Church Flowers Treasurer Linda Schofield  01244 659149 

Church Cleaning Helen Pritchard helenpritchard5858@gmail.com 07522 477605 

Intercessions Rota Jackie Hirst jgshirst@talktalk.net 01244 371083 

Server Rota Sue Dickinson dickinsonsue28@gmail.com 01244 678328 

Magazine Editor Catherine Jones stmaryseditor@gmail.com 07730 584510 

Magazine Distributors Bill & Jaqi Yates 

John & Melissa Grundy 

yatesb@hotmail.co.uk 

johngrundy819@gmail.com 

01244 681349 

01244 630561 

Julian Meetings  John & Denise Parkin parkinjohn@tiscali.co.uk 01244 676009 

Meditation Group Jackie Hirst jgshirst@talktalk.net 01244 371083 

Luncheon Club Leader Maureen Evans evansrogers@yahoo.co.uk 01244 676123 

Baby & Toddler Group Sue Fryer sue.fryer55@outlook.com 07799 862828 

The Well (Youth Group) Maureen Pickering revmapickering@gmail.com 01244 749112 

Gardening Group 

(Unlicensed Lay Weeders) 

Alison McLellan avej97@btinternet.com 01244 676772 

Christian Aid 

Representatives 

Helen Pritchard 

Christine Duke 

helenpritchard5858@gmail.com 

teenee1@live.co.uk 

07522 477605 

Beavers, Cubs & Scouts Susan Jones  01244 675538 

Rainbows Grace Hamilton graceshamilton@gmail.com 07943 811854 

Brownies Krystina Littlehales krys14_uk@yahoo.co.uk 07860 845402 

Guides & Rangers Helen Williams helen_williams82uk@yahoo.co.uk 07951 959007 

Overleigh St Mary’s  

C of E Primary School Head 

Emma Drew admin@overleighstmarysce.cheshire.sch.uk 01244 267525 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The Parish Office hours are as follows: Monday - Thursday: 9:00am - 3:00pm 
(Messy Church logo © Bible Reading Fellowship 2021. See messychurch.org.uk) 

 
ANSWERS to the Crossword 

ACROSS: 1, Godlessness. 9, Egotism. 10, After. 11, Eat. 13, Sort. 16, Plan. 17, Escape. 18, Odds. 20, Idem. 21, No fear. 22, 
Idle. 23, Abet. 25, Ail. 28, Eaves. 29, Achieve. 30, Grasshopper.  
DOWN: 2, Odour. 3, Lair. 4, Same. 5, Neat. 6, Settled. 7, Gershonites. 8, Grandmother. 12, Apples. 14, TES. 15, Octopi. 19, 
Deliver. 20, Ira. 24, Breve. 25, As is. 26, Lash. 27, Whip. 
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 January & February pages from the Book of Remembrance at St Mary’s 
 Once a year the Book of Remembrance is updated and anyone wishing to have the name of a loved one inscribed, 
should speak to a churchwarden. Alternatively, it can be dropped off at the Parish Centre office.  
Information needed: name, age and date of death. There is no charge, but donations are gratefully received.   

 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Weekly Bible readings for January 2024 

 First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

7th January 2024  
Epiphany 
 

Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

Psalm 72:1-9, 10-15 

Ephesians 3:1-12 
 

Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 

 14th January 2024  
Second Sunday of 
Epiphany 

1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20] Psalm 139:1-5. 12-18 
 
 

Revelations 5:1-
10 
 

John 1:43-end 
 

21st January 2024 
Third Sunday of 
Epiphany 

Genesis 14:17-20 Psalm 128 
 

Revelations 19:6-
10 

John 2:1-11 
 

28th January 2024  
Presentation of Christ 
in the Temple 
Fif 
 

Malachi 3:1-5 Psalm 24:[1-6] 7-end Hebrews 2:14-
end 

Luke 2:22-40 

  

Weekly Bible readings for February 2024   
                  First Reading Psalm Second Reading Gospel 

4th February 2024  
Second Sunday before Lent 
All Sa 

Proverbs 8:1. 22-31 
 

Psalm 104:26-end 
 

Colossians 1:15-20 John 1:1-14 

11th February 2024  
Sunday next before Lent  

2 Kings 2:1-12 
 
 

Psalm 50:1-6 
 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6  Mark 9:2-9 

18th February 2024 
First Sunday of Lent 

Genesis 9:8-17 
 

Psalm 25:1-9 
 

1 Peter 3:18-end Mark 1:9-15  

25th February 2024  
Second Sunday of Lent 
Third 
 

Genesis 17:1-7. 15-
16 
 

Psalm 22:23-end Romans 4:13-end 
 
 

Mark 8:31-end 
 



IAN’S PLUMBING SERVICE 
Add or replace radiators, outside taps, 
Installation of washing machines/dishwashers.                                                        
Fit new pumps. Cylinder tank & ball valves.                                                                
NO JOB TOO SMALL    Call 07840 856380 

 

SALTNEY TYRE SERVICE 
Units B1/B2, Brymau Ind. 1 River Lane, 

Saltney Batteries, Brakes, MOT 

Tel: 674858 – Fax: 01244 674858 
All makes of tyres and exhausts 

                                                                                                       

ABBEYFIELD CHESTER SOCIETY 
Where older people can find a new lease of life. 
Our house in Queens Park Road, Handbridge  

(12 en-suite rooms) provides sheltered 
accommodation in a family-like environment 

where support, independence, companionship 
and privacy are all on offer. Interested?                  
For more details, contact our manager, 

Michelle 01244 678308. 
 

VIVA ASSIST 
Are you someone who likes to make others smile? 
Do you enjoy making a difference to someone’s day? 
We need/want people like you to be part of our small, 
friendly team of Day Brighteners. 
If you are caring, kind and compassionate please 
send an email to laura@vivaassist.co.uk 
www.vivaassist.co.uk  

               

 VIVA ASSIST 
Does your day need brightening? 
Fancy a day out? A friendly face to share activities 
with? Or simply just some support with the 
shopping, sorting paperwork or getting to and from 
appointments. 
Our friendly team of Day Brighteners are here to 
help. Call 01244 350341 to have a chat 
www.vivaassist.co.uk 
 

BLACKWELL’S STONECRAFT LTD. 
Monumental & Masonry Work 
Overleigh Road, Handbridge: 

Tel: 680704 
Memorials/additional inscriptions and 

renovation work. Supply and fitting of granite 
worktops for kitchens 

 

 
Specialising in anything 
from minor roof repairs,                      
flat roofs to full re-roofs, 

lead work and slating.  
Dee Roofing covers all aspects of the residential 
roofing industry. All Dee Roofing tradesmen are 
experienced CSCS qualified and from the Chester 
area.                                                                        
Dee Roofing workmen are registered installers of 
Firestone EPDM rubber roofing, Velux windows 
and skylight specialists. 
Contact Peter Reid on: Tel: 01244 681321 
Mob: 07786852282 - Email: info@deeroofing.co.uk 

www.deeroofing.co.uk 

 
   KEITH STOKOE 

PAINTING & DECORATING 
49 Wavertree Road, Blacon 

Personal attention at all times 
Tel: 371408 – Mob. 07970 257918 

 
 

 

Brighterlives Group 
Calling all over 50’s who would love to get 

together with a friendly group for a chat and 

a cuppa. We get together on the second and 

fourth Tuesday of every month from 2.00-4.00pm at 

St Mary’s Handbridge Centre. Our aim is to be 

sociable and have fun and we do activities such as 

quizzes, sharing stories, guest speakers and pub 

lunches. Either come along to a meeting or to find 

out more please contact Claire Mackay on 07921 

211945 and at brighterliveshandbridge@gmail.com. 
 

SAUNDERS FOR SERVICE LTD 
All makes Car Servicing, Repair and MOT 
services starting from £110.00 inc. VAT 

MOT £45 
Free Collection and Delivery service 

Free Courtesy Vehicles 
Units 5+6, Ketland Court, River Lane, 

Saltney, Chester, CH4 8SB 
Tel: 01244 680777 

www.saundersforservice.co.uk 
 

E-mail: phil@saundersforservice.co.uk 
 

CLIVE LITTLER 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

45 yrs. Experience  
No job too small 
Free estimates 

Tel: 372231 – Mob. 07539 653536 
 

 
 
 

 I’d like to help you out. Which way did you come in? 
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